
 

 

Glossary 

Coiling — form spirals 

Ululating — wailing/howling 
 
 

 
Tone:     (Author’s  attitude  or 
feelings about the subject) 
Energetic 

 

 
Mood: (Readers emotions 
from reading the text) 
Joyful 

First Day After the War 
Mazisi Kunene (1930–2006) 

Political/Activist/Protest 
 

 
 
Mazisi Kunene wrote much of his poetry in South Africa, in the time of 
apartheid, a period in which black people were discriminated 
against and oppressed. His poem describes the joy that people felt 
at the ending of this system of government. The poem lists a num- 
ber of ways in which the people celebrate the news. Notice the 
variety of the actions and the jubilation this shows. The news is so 
wonderful that we see how people of all types celebrate together.

 

Theme: 
Triumphs over oppression 

 

 

1 
Form: 

Free verse                                        2 

Repetitive  form  of  the  line 
3 

structure (l12-15) 

 
 

 
We heard  the songs of a wedding party. 

We saw  a soft light 

Coiling round the young blades of grass 

 

 
Begins with reference to songs 

 
 

 
creates an image of 
contained optimism + 
hope. Viewers aren't 
sure  to  believe  what

Implying the overwhelming 

joy prompted an unre- 

strained physical response 

and people responded im- 

pulsively 
 

 
Poetic Devices 

Simple/effective diction to 

capture the scene adds 

spontaneous nature of ex- 

citement displayed—actions 

speak for themselves 

4       At first we hesitated, then we saw her footprints, 
 

5       Her face emerged, then her eyes of freedom! 
 

6       She woke us up with a smile saying, 
 

7       'What day is this that comes so suddenly?' 
 

8       We said, 'It is the first day after the war.' 
 

9       Then without waiting we ran to the open space 
 

10    Ululating to the mountains and the pathways 
 

11    Calling people from all the circles of the earth. 
 

12     We shook up  the old man demanding a festival. 
 

13     We asked  for all the first fruits of the season 
 

14     We held  hands with a stranger 
 

15     We shouted  across the waterfalls 
 

16    People came from all lands 
 

17    It was the first day of peace. 
 

18     We saw  our Ancestors traveling tall on the horizon. 

the light may indicate. 
 

 
 
This uncertainty in L4 
shows hesitation until 
the truth emerges in L5 
+ the realisation sets in. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Onomatopoeia 
 

 
 
 

Anaphora:      Poem 
lists no. of ways peo- 
ple   celebrate   the 
end of apartheid. 
Variety of actions & 
jubilation L12-15 

 

 
people’s enthusi- 
asm competing 
with nature’s music

 
Alliteration: alerts the reader to 
the significant moment while 
this  device  in  the  final  line 
lends the ancestors renewed 
stature as they are ‘travelling 
tall’ in response to the event.
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1)     Which senses does Kunene use in this poem? 

2)     Think about the connotations of the word ‘coiling’ (line 3). Do you think it is intended to be un- 

derstood as a positive image in this context? 

3)     Consider the pronoun ‘her’ in line 4. How could this be interpreted in an abstract way? 

4)     How does Kunene convey the joy of the time? 

5) What clues suggest the rural setting of the poem? Quote from the poem to support your an- 

swer. 

6)     Why do you think the people ‘ran to the open space’ (line 9)? 

7) Discuss the possible literal and figurative meanings of the ‘footprints’ (line 4) and the ‘young 

blades’ (line 3). 

8)     What does the expression ‘shook up’ (line 12) mean? 

9)     How do you interpret it in this context? 

10)   Who might the ‘old man’ (line 12) be? 

11)   Critically comment on the effectiveness of the final line of Kunene’s poem. 
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